08.07.2021

Progress and challenges in data
collection, data analysis and
centralized databases
Loren Persi
Landmine Monitor Impact Research Team Leader
Victim Assistance: Establishing and Strengthening a centralized database
22 June 2021

1

Progress in data collection and centralized databases
A lot of progress
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Challenges in data collection and centralized databases

Several challenges, including:













Developing capacities and securing resources to maintain data
Gathering data when none exists, data is lost, or a database degraded
Combining multiple databases not in one place or transferable between systems
Using data that only covers some types of ‐ geographic area; impairment, medical care or
rehabilitation; age groups or demographic groups; legal issues; conflict; weapons use; time period
etc.
Creating and implementing a standard methodology and shared terminology
Compiling enough, but no more detail than necessary for analysis and action
Involving the meaningful participation of victims and persons with disabilities
Considering real world issues of gender and diversity, physical barriers, social inequalities,
marginalization, and blocked access to data, people, and services
Making the database relevant to existing services or referral mechanisms
Providing victim assistance, not only just ‘to have a database’
Ensuring safety, privacy, and statistical disclosure control
Overcoming institutional risk adversity
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Good practice examples
Data collection and centralized databases
Creating and maintaining a centralized database
can make the terms
‘Simple’ and ‘Easy’ seem like opposites,
but finding a good balance
for different countries and different needs
is possible.
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Undertaking a supplementary victim survey
Thailand

From a presentation by Dr.Prachaksvich Lebnak, MD.
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Combining existing sources & a central database
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Combining six separate databases, all with some overlapping
information, to create a national victim database
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Centralized victim data & summary reporting
Cambodia
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Placing mine victim & services data online
Colombia
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ICBL-CMC Victim Assistance Guiding principles 2021
Data collection and analysis:

• Appropriate for the country’s
specific situation
• Good data that is easily available
to planners and practically
relevant
• Casualty and beneficiary data
collected, analyzed, and
disaggregated by gender, age,
and disability
• Inform if victims had an
impairment (or disability) prior
to the incident
• Careful monitoring to make sure
no one is left behind

Cambodia : quality of life assessment© JS ‐ Cambodia
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‘Empathy’ is an essential element
for a successful centralized database.

Thank you
loren@icblcmc.org
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